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Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Candlelight Service  
4:30 p.m & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 

 

 



WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE      Cantique de Noel                          Adolph Adam 

 

Please stand  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

  



GATHERING SONG     O Come, All Ye Faithful   HYMN 283 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

  



KYRIE (VS 1)     The First Noel    HYMN 300 

 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   HYMN 270 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 

and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Please be seated  

 



LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Throughout this season we have lived, waited, and remembered the hope, peace, joy 

and love of God found in Christ. Tonight we gather and light candles in honor of the 

Christ Child. (Light Candles) 
 
With the birth of Christ, salvation has drawn near. The God who ordered the chaos 

of the universe has come down into the chaos of our world. The Word which was 

with God at the beginning came down and lived among us. While we were yet living 

in the valley of the shadow of death, the light of new life burst forth. We light this 

candle.  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden,  

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 96 

 1Sing to the LORD 
| a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods.  

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.  

 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The |
 LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge 

the peo- | ples with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | 

is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD, 

  for you come to | judge the earth. 

 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peoples | with your truth.  

 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  



GOSPEL PROCESSION (VS 1)   Joy to the World   HYMN 267 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 



Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RECESSION (VS 2)   Joy to the World   HYMN 267 

 

Please be seated  

 

SERMON       PASTOR JASON HUEBNER 

  

Please stand  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Angels We Have Heard on High  HYMN 289 

 

  



APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

... the prayers conclude with 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 

confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

      

SPECIAL MUSIC AT 4:30 PM   

                    What Child is This? from "A Blest Messiah Born"        Larry Shackley 

 

What Child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet 

with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch is keeping? This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing. Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, 

the Son of Mary. Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here, the silent word is pleading. Nails, spear shall 



pierce Him through, the cross be borne for me, for you. Hail, hail the Word made 

flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come 

peasant, king to own Him. The King of kings, salvation brings, let loving hearts 

enthrone Him. Raise, raise a song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby. Joy, joy for 

Christ is born. The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC AT 7:00 PM 

Saint Peter Hand Bell Choir 

Cindy Ledbetter, conductor 

 

Please Stand  

 

OFFERTORY 

 

DOXOLOGY (VS 1)   Angels, from the Realms of Glory   HYMN 275 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, 

let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and 

heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (VS 1)      Love Has Come       HYMN 292 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

  



COMMUNION SONG    Away in a Manger    HYMN 277 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION MEDITATION    The Coventry Carol       arr James Southbridge 

 

Please stand  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 

grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  



BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

ILLUMINATE CANDLES AS SILENT NIGHT BEGINS, AND RAISE 

THEM FOR VERSE 3 

 

SENDING SONG  

  Silent Night, Holy Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!  HYMN 281 

 

 

  

 

  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   The Joy of Christmas          arr Lani Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SAINT PETER FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Beverly Oberjohn, Stephanie and Bill English, Robert Dungan, Andy Dusanenko, 

Rick Collins, Wills Citty, Sophia Diaz, Twylla Ford, Gisela Allen, Lyle Brown, 

Sharon Paul, Paul Stream, Katie Miller 

 
SANCTUARY BANNER FOR THE SUNDAYS IN CHRISTMAS 

The White banners denote the joy of this Christmas season. The story is depicted in 

the Star in the East and the Babe in the Manger. The Angel proclaims good tidings 

to the City of Bethlehem and the whole world. 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
The Poinsettias were placed in the Sanctuary for the glory of God and are listed on 

the last pages. 

 

 

DECEMBER 25 – DECEMBER 31 

Scripture citations taken from the Three year Daily Lectionary  

in the HYMNAL, pg. 1121 (Year B) 
  
  

Monday  John 1:1-14 

Tuesday  Acts 6:8-15;7:51-60 

Wednesday  1 John 1:1-9 

Thursday  Matthew 2:13-18 

Friday   Matthew 12:46-50 

Saturday  2 Peter 3:8-13 

Sunday John 8:12-19 

 

 

 



Saint Peter Evangelical Church Council 

J. Taylor Ryan, President 

Judy Rubin, Vice President 

Peter Guss, Secretary 

Ann Danley, Fellowship Liaison 

Renee Harless, Outreach Liaison 

Roger Boettcher, Worship & Music Liaison 

John Meincke, Stewardship Liaison 

Doug Elznic, Evangelism Liaison 

Judy Erickson, Health Ministry Liaison 

Anne Hager, Christian Education Liaison 

John Pugh, Property Liaison 

Eric Leazer, Finance & Publicity Liaison 
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CHURCH OFFERING 

To provide an online offering please scan the following QR Code to be  

taken to the link on the parish website for the online giving:   



IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be sure to call the church office to schedule or change a meeting room 

 

 

 

Sun 

12/24 

 

9:00 am Choir Warm-up (S) 

10:00 am Unity Service (S) 

3:00 pm Choir Warm-up (S) 

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service (S) 

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service (S) 

 

 

Mon 

12/25 

 

 

Merry Christmas - Church Office Closed – Merry Christmas 

 

Tues 

12/26 

 

Merry Christmas - Church Office Closed – Merry Christmas 

 

Wed   

12/27 

 

Have a Wonderful Wednesday 

 

Thurs 

12/28 

 

8:30 am Meals on Wheels 

 

Fri   

12/29  

 

8:30 am Meals on Wheels 

9:00 am Giving Garden Work (GG) 

9:00 am Woman’s Bible Study 

1:00 pm Organ Practice (S/MPR) 

 

 

Sat 

12/30 

 

 

8:30 am Meals on Wheels 

1:00 pm RR Meeting 

 



The beautiful poinsettias decorating the chancel have been dedicated to the 
Glory of God by 

 
Donna Alpert in honor of Kate Alpert 

Donna Alpert in honor of Jeff Alpert 

Don Amaya in memory of Agnes Ashdown 

Billie Jean Berne in honor of David Berne 

Billie Jean Berne in memory of Bill Berne 

Billie Jean Berne in memory of Dabney Berne 

Billie Jean Berne in memory of Jeff Berne 

Bill and Jane Boarts in honor of Eleanor Boarts 

Bill and Jane Boarts in honor of our children and grandchildren 

Bill and Jane Boarts in memory of Donna Davis 

Bill and Jane Boarts in memory of Brock Feitknecht 

Joe Boehm in memory of Charmelee Boehm 

Joe Boehm in memory of Charles E. and Vera Adams 

Lori Tackman Brennan in memory of grandparents James & Rita Beck and 
Leon & Beulah Squires 

Roger and Janice Brown in honor of Christopher Brown, Jessica and Tony 
Bellflower 

Roger and Janice Brown in memory of Raymond & Gladys Weartz and 
Moses & Marian Brown 

Barbara Bruckert in honor of our service men 

Barbara Bruckert in memory of Alfred James Bruckert Jr. 

Larry and Dottie Capriotti in memory of Mary Lou McLeroy 

June Chisholm in memory of Roy and Ellen May Forsberg  

Audrey Clancy in memory of Edward Clancy 

Audrey Clancy in memory of Rockwell Norris 

Lillian Conradi in honor of Randall and Kyle Conradi 

Linda Curtin in memory of Gerald Curtin, Sr. 

Linda Curtin in memory of Gerald Curtin, Jr. 

Kirk Davis in memory of Donna Davis 

Paul and Pat DeGuiseppi in honor of the Saint Peter staff 

Andy and Noel Dusanenko in honor of our children and grandchildren 



Andy and Noel Dusanenko in memory of our parents and grandparents 

Karl and Vicki Farris in memory of our parents 

Randy Fullwood in memory of my father Marvin Fullwood 

Joseph and Diane Gee in memory of brother-in-law Warren Ohland 

Susan Grady and Kim Mowers in memory of family and friends 

Guy and Anne Hager in honor of the Bayless and Hager Families 

Barbara Hazelton in memory of loved ones 

Dave and Diane Hennessey in memory of Sarah Colby 

Dave and Diane Hennessey in memory of Jane Allbright 

Dave and Diane Hennessey in memory of John Cook Merrow  

Dave and Diane Hennessey in memory of Craig Rober Hennessey 

Bill and Lonna Hogan in honor of loved ones 

Rick and Mary Jones in memory of Fred and Barbara Jones 

Rick and Mary Jones in memory of Fred and Helen Daniels 

Cindy Killian and Steve Karch in honor of our children and grandchildren 

Cindy Killian and Steve Karch in memory of Bill & Betty Killian and Allen 
& Dottie Karch 

Cindy Killian and Steve Karch in memory of those who passed from us in 
2023 

Ronald and Mary King in memory of Lorraine Tabler 

Ronald and Mary King in memory of Patricia M. Astor 

Ronald and Mary King in memory of Reva June Parks 

Dennis and Penny Krueger in memory of Verele and Patsy Billerbeck 

Dennis and Penny Krueger in memory of Loran and Leona Krueger 

Dennis and Penny Krueger in memory of Mary Lou McLeroy 

Carol Larsen and Jerry Cassel in memory of Margaret and Karl Larsen 

Carol Larsen and Jerry Cassel in memory of Catherine and Harold Cassel 

Carol Larsen and Jerry Cassel in memory of Peter Larsen 

Carol Larsen and Jerry Cassel in memory of Jessica-Ann Ray 

Jeff and Mary Laster in memory of Patricia Hill 

Jeff and Mary Laster in memory of Lucille Laster 

Eric and June Leazer in memory of Jack and Doris Leazer 

Eric and June Leazer in memory of Wade and Sue Allen 



Marilyn Lippard in memory of Thomas R. Lippard  

Lyn and Tony Mangiapane in honor of our 55th wedding anniversary 

Bud Markelwith in memory of Deborah Markelwith 

John and Anita Meincke in memory of parents Walter and Mynn Meincke 

John and Anita Meincke in memory of parents Fred and Stine Schaffmeyer 

Paula Minges in memory of Herman and Alyce Minges 

Paula Minges in memory of Quentin and Mary Lou Myrvik 

Lois Moore in memory of Mary Stipp-Ruffes 

Gary and Mary Morford in honor of our grandchildren 

Gary and Mary Morford in memory of our parents 

Paul and Shirley Murphy in memory of our parents 

Paul and Shirley Murphy in memory of Paul’s brothers 

John and Karen Nolin in memory of all our heavenly family 

Karin Nord in memory of Carol Ann Nord 

Randall Nord in memory of Carol Ann Nord 

Lynn Joy Ozzello in memory of Dom Ozzello 

Lynn Joy Ozzello in memory of Joy Ozzello 

Lynn Joy Ozzello in memory of Bob Ozzello 

Kevin and Karen Penner in honor of our children and grandchildren 

Kevin and Karen Penner in memory of our parents 

Roxanne Pratt in memory of Mary Trainor 

Roxanne Pratt in memory of Tracey Jacobsen 

Roxanne Pratt in memory of John Young 

Roxanne Pratt in memory of Rosemary Young 

John and Sue Pugh in memory of Leslie and Joyce Pugh 

John and Sue Pugh in memory of Bruce and Marilynn Althoff 

Doug Railo in memory of Kathy Railo 

Hank Rapp in memory of Gloria P. Rapp 

Jim and Sandy Reibert in honor of Joel 

Jim and Sandy Reibert in honor of Sean and Hannah 

Jim and Sandy Reibert in memory of Glen Rubow 

Jim and Sandy Reibert in memory of our parents 

Kevin and Jennifer Richter in memory of John and Joan Ronan 



Tony and Charlene Rizzo in memory of our brothers 

Laurie and Tim Robbins in memory of Ed and Rose Wojciechowski 

Judy and Peter Rubin in honor of our children and grandchildren, Allison, 
Ashley, Logan, & Athena 

Judy and Peter Rubin in memory of our parents, Glenn and Mildred, 
Constance and Amelia 

Carol Rubow in honor of the Women’s Bible Class 

Carol Rubow in honor of the Choir 

J. Taylor Ryan in honor of my sons and their families 

J. Taylor Ryan in memory of my parents, relatives, and friends 

Ron Ryll in honor of Irma Ryll 

Ron Ryll in memory of Emil Ryll 

Rob and Carol Schutt in honor of our driving dream team 

Marlida Snowdan in honor of the Snowden family  

Marlida Snowden in memory of the children of St. Jude 

Abigail Snyder in honor of our Armed Forces this Christmas 

Jerry and Linda James Suver in memory of Phyllis A. James 

Jerry and Linda James Suver in memory of Roger and Martha Suver 

Marjie Torres in memory of Gene Torres 

Marjie Torres in honor of my grandkids Lexi, P.J., Sydney, and Ella 

Len Trizinsky in memory of Patricia Trizinsky  

Mary Ann Van Meter in memory of Bernard Van Meter 

Emy Vig in memory of Robert Vig 

Doug and Linda Voegtlin in honor of our children and grandchildren 

Doug and Linda Voegtlin in memory of our parents 

Barb and Henry Weissenberger in honor of our grandchildren 

Barb and Henry Weissenberger in memory of our parents 

Donna Woods in memory of John Woods 

Donna Woods in memory of loved ones 

Donna Woods in memory of Dave Goudy 

Susan Zabrecky in memory of father Joseph Zabrecky 

Rik Zawadzki in honor of Williesa Millen 

Rik Zawadzki in memory of Alan Millen 


